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A Night Unlike Any Other 
 
 

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION ABOUT 
“A NIGHT UNLIKE ANY OTHER” 

By Hurd Baruch 
 
 

Overall Questions:  
 
1) The first Sorrowful Mystery of the Rosary is the Agony in the Garden. Have you 
ever meditated deeply about this mystery? 
 
2) If you have not, is it because in your mind’s eye it lacks the intense, vivid action of 
the other Sorrowful Mysteries—the Scourging, the Crowning with Thorns, Carrying 
the Cross, and the Crucifixion? 
 
3) There were other sorrowful events connected with the Passion, such as the 
betrayal by Judas, the flight of the disciples, Peter’s denial of Jesus, the clamoring of 
the crowd for Jesus to be crucified, and the condemnation of Jesus by Pilate (the first 
Station of the Cross). Why do you think the Agony in the Garden was chosen instead 
of one of these for a place of honor in the Rosary? 
 
 
Scene 1 Questions: 
 
1) Jesus knew he was about to conduct the first Eucharistic banquet. Why do you 
think he chose first to celebrate the traditional Passover Seder? 
 
2) Can you visualize the disciples discussing with one another what their rewards 
would be when Jesus was proclaimed King of the Jews? Don’t you think it really 
happened? 
  
3) Some Protestant preachers claim that following the Gospel will lead you to riches 
in this world. Do you believe that? 
 
4) Have you ever done anything for the Church, or participated in a Church activity, 
out of a desire to be thought well of by people? 
 
5) Have you ever felt in your heart that Jesus was speaking to you, as he did to 
Matthew at the Customs post, through the words of Scripture or otherwise? 
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Scene 2 Questions: 
 
1) Do you believe in the existence of Satan—a fallen angel who personifies evil and 
who seeks the ruin of the human race? Do you say the prayer to St. Michael the 
Archangel?  
 
2) Do you see in Satan’s temptations of Jesus the same sort of temptations that befall 
ordinary people in daily life? 

 
 
--desire for human recognition and praise 
--desire for power over other persons 
--desire for worldly success 
--desire for sexual satisfaction 
--desire to avoid ridicule or humiliation which are likely to come from acting 
 in accord with your conscience 

 --desire to satisfy your own needs first, even at the expense of other people  
  to whom you have a duty  
 
3) Are you aware of it when you are being tempted to do, think, or speak evil—
perhaps by a friend, or perhaps by something you saw in a movie, TV show or 
magazine? 
 
 
Scene 3 Questions: 
 
1) Did you ever feel that you had denied Jesus—by avoiding acknowledging that you 
believe in him, or by doing something you knew was sinful? 
 
2) Do you really believe in the Real Presence in the consecrated body and blood? Do 
you give others any evidence of your belief? 
 
3) Have you ever wondered why Jesus did not come down to earth in power and 
leave some sort of everlasting sign to prove that he was God? 
 
 
Scene 4 Questions: 
 
1) Jesus claimed to be “The Way, The Truth, and The Life.”  Do you think that his 
”Truth” was and is an objective reality, rather than a subjective perception or feeling 
on the part of him and his followers? 
 
2) Do you think that Jesus foreknew before his sacrifice that innumerable persons in 
the future, claiming to be “Christians,” would commit heinous crimes? 
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3) In order to take upon himself all the sins of mankind in all times—including 
ours—didn’t Jesus need to have them presented to himself mystically, so that his 
acceptance of responsibility for them would be with full knowledge? 
 
(Recall what St. Paul wrote in his 2nd Letter to the Corinthians: “ He [God] made him 
[Jesus] who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf.”] 
 
Scene 5 Questions: 
 
1) The Torah prescribed death by stoning for blasphemers. (Lev 24:16) Yet, from 
the time Jesus first told his disciples that he would be killed, he predicted that he 
would be crucified—a punishment which only the Romans could inflict. Do you 
think his disciples ever thought seriously that it could happen? 
 
2) Jesus said that his followers must take up “their cross” and follow after him. Do 
you wonder what the disciples thought about that—before Jesus’ Crucifixion?  
Afterwards? 
 
3) Have you ever thought whether/how these words of Jesus might apply to you, 
yourself?  
 
 
Scene 6 Questions: 
 
 
2) When do you think the disciples gave up their dreams of earthly rewards?  
 
3) Even after Jesus told his disciples that one of them had betrayed him, do you 
think that the disciples felt any apprehension for their own safety, right up until the 
moment when soldiers appeared in the garden? 
 
 
Scene 7 Questions: 
 
1) Have you ever wondered whether God the Father could have found a different 
way to redeem the human race—one not requiring Jesus to sacrifice his life? 
  
2) After the townspeople of Nazareth became enraged at Jesus, and led him to the 
brow of the hill intending to hurl him to his death, he walked through their midst 
untouched. (Luke 4:29) And on more than one occasion, his antagonists picked up 
stones to stone him, but he slipped through them (John 8:59; 10:31) On the night of 
his last Passover, do you think that Jesus was tempted to use his divine powers to 
avoid or neutralize his enemies? 
 
3) Do you think Jesus was tempted to come down from the Cross before he died? 
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4) What thoughts do you imagine Jesus had about his Mother and his disciples as he 
was hanging on the Cross? 
 
5) Jesus’ enemies were constantly asking him for a “sign”—despite all the miracles 
he was working before their eyes. What do you think they thought about the “sign of 
Jonah” which he did promise them—and then proceeded to give? 


